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Background

The Fourth APA Plenary called upon the APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate measures for the realization of the APA Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia, otherwise referred to as the Friendship Pact in Asia, as incorporated in documents APA/Res/2008/09 and APA/2008/03/Annex. 
In December 2009, the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs took note of the significance of all the documents related to political affairs which had been adopted by the Third APA Plenary in 2008, including, inter alia, the above-mentioned Resolution. However, given the fact that the respective sub-committee did not have a chance to convene in the 2009, it was decided that the mandates of the previous pertinent Resolutions continue to carry on into 2010. The Secretary-General was also requested to pursue the fulfillment of the mandates through further communication with all the APA Member Parliaments and coordinate the necessary meetings in this respect.
Further information may be acquired through consultation with the following APA documents: 

1. Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007);

2. Text of the Friendship Pact in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007);

3. Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008).

A Review of the

Merits and Contents of the Declaration

The Declaration on Friendly Relations and Cooperation in Asia takes into account not only the global context but also the regional elements required for a successful regional integration. From a global perspective, its adoption and promotion will definitely contribute to the promotion of Asia’s prominence at the world level. There is every reason to believe that an integrated Asia will play an even more constructive role in the future of world affairs. From a regional perspective, the common interests of all Asian states, as well as the shared challenges and opportunities facing their peoples, have been the guidelines for drawing up the APA Declaration on Friendly Relations and Cooperation in Asia. Not only the geographical proximity, but also historical, cultural, economic, political, and security ties are recognized in the Declaration as bearing their own distinctive effects in shaping up a viable regional integration. 
It should be proudly noted and recognized that the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia is a remarkable achievement in the inter-parliamentary diplomacy of our time. Typical declarations on friendly relations are political documents signed by the governments mostly in the context of bilateral relations. By contrast, the document generated by the APA is a framework structured by the parliaments of the largest continent on earth in the context of multilateral relations of the Asian nations. 

Furthermore, the significance of the APA initiative on formulating the principles of friendship and cooperation in Asia lies in its identification of objective elements and viable processes of integration in Asia. The contents of the Declaration on Friendly Relations and Cooperation in Asia encompass a range of subjects vital to further peace and security in the Asian community at large. It also provides a framework for convergence and a platform for active interaction at a macro level throughout the region.
Suggestions for Further Progress
Embracing the most ancient cultures, religions, and civilizations of the world, Asia enjoys a rich common heritage which can nurture amicable relations and sustainable peace throughout the continent and beyond. As an Assembly of Asian people's representatives, and as a quasi-legislative body, the APA is in a proper position to cultivate this invaluable common heritage in the interest of the promotion of friendly relations and cooperation among Asian Nations. 

A practical and effective measure towards this goal could be the symbolic and concerted adoption of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia as called upon by the APA Resolution APA/Res/2008/09.  Indeed, by passing this Resolution, the APA has already reached a consensus on the merits and contents of the Declaration. It has further called upon all Member Parliaments to consider passing and endorsing the Declaration in accordance with their own internal procedures. While the Secretariat is yet to receive reports of the APA Member Parliaments in this effect, the Secretary-General remains hopeful that such coordinated steps would contribute to the realization of the ultimate goal of the APA to function as the Asian Parliament in the long run.
It is worth mentioning that while the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia should be given much credit for effectively incorporating substantive issues of concern for all Asian Nations and States, it effective promotion would need involvement of the Asian governments in a piecemeal process for its international recognition. It seems appropriate that this Sub-Committee, and later the APA Executive Council, would consider how best each Member Parliament can engage its respective government in appreciating and endorsing the Declaration. 
Another effective measure for promoting the Declaration is to utilize the capacities and amenities available to the Member Parliaments to publicize it throughout Asia. The more the Asian people become aware of the contents and significance of the Declaration, the more likely is its realization. To this end, the APA would need to run a public campaign for the recognition of the Declaration as a framework of integration in Asia. Every Member Parliament would have to undertake its own fair share of this campaign in raising public awareness in this regard. The APA may also mandate its Secretariat to coordinate identical measures among the Members for better results.
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